


BORROWER PROFILES

East Fort Worth Montessori
School

Self-Help has made two loans to East Fort Worth Montessori School
(EFWMS). The first funded the purchase a permanent facility and the second
financed the construction of a kitchen/cafeteria. The school currently offers a
highly rated Montessori program for pre-kindergarten to fourth grade children
and a variety of community outreach services. A large percentage of its students
are economically disadvantaged.

EFWMS has consistently enjoyed the support of its surrounding Texas
community as a result of its rigorous curriculum and engaging community
programming. However, the school had limited success in obtaining financing
for its proposed building acquisition because local lenders did not view the
property as sufficient collateral to support the loan. But thanks to the US Dept of
Education Charter School Credit Enhancement Grant Program, Self-Help had the

extra security necessary to make a loan and get EFWMS into its building.

Prior to purchasing its own facility, East Fort Worth Montessori was leasing two properties. Consolidating the
school’s enrollment in one larger property and adding a cafeteria allowed the school to enhance its educational and
community programs and provided a sound base upon which to strengthen its financial heaith.

Gaston College Preparatory School

Self-Help has made eight loans to Gaston College Preparatory School (GCP), a charter middle school and high
school located in rural northeastern North Carolina. Under a flexible arrangement between the school and Self-Help, the
loans were staged over several years to allow for affordable campus expansion with enrollment growth.

GCP is part of the KIPP network of charter schools, a cutting-edge leader in modeling public school reform.
Seventy percent of GCP’s students qualify for the federal free and reduced lunch
program. Over 95% of students are minorities.

GCP has qualified as a North Carolina School of Excellence every year since
opening in 2002. In the 2002-03 school year, it ranked as the sixth top performing
middle school in the state. As a testament to its strong performance, when Gaston’s
first class of fifth-grade students entered the school, only 49% were performing at
grade level. After three years, 100% of those students were at or above grade level in
both reading and math.

Projects financed by Self-Help include a
gymnasium and a high school campus with a
cafeteria and sports fields.
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